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KF27 . H57 2006c OCLC Number: (OCoLC)184844601 Subject: Epidemics -- United States -- Prevention. Excerpt: . . .
11 the fight against seasonal influenza which causes an average of 36, 000 deaths each year. Scientists cannot
accurately predict the severity and impact of an influenza pan-demic, whether from the H5N1 virus or the
emergence of another influenza virus of pandemic potential. However, it is still useful to model possible
scenarios based on analysis of past pandemics. In a report released in December 2005, the Congres-sional
Budget OGice presented the results of modeling a severe pandemic scenario similar to the 1918 Spanish flu
outbreak and a more moderate outbreak resembling the flu pandemics of 1957 and 1968. In the severe
scenario, roughly 90 million peo-ple become ill and 2 million die in the United States and the impact on the real
Gross Domestic Product GDP is about a 5 percent reduction in the year following the outbreak. While there is
substantial uncertainty associated with these esti-mates, they illustrate the enormous public health threat of an
influenza pandemic and the need for eGective access to vaccines, treatments, and a robust public health
infrastructure to meet the challenge. There are several important points to note about an influenza pandemic:
A pandemic could occur anytime during the year and is unlikely to behave like a typical seasonal influenza.
Rather, past pandemics have occurred in mul-tiple waves of infection and could persist in the world for over a
year. In the absence of effective vaccines and antivirals, the capacity to prevent or control transmission...
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