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illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: . . . very particular, only I dont like him. There is one thing to he said in his favor,
remarked the hlacksmith-- he keeps good stock. Humph! No better than is to he found in the neighborhood,
said Tompkins. No better, in fact, than I have. Im not so sure of that, returned Peter Craig. I put shoes on his
carriage horses yesterday, and, if Im any judge, their match is not. within ten miles of these parts. No, no, friend
Tompkins, you havnt the horseflesh on your sixty acres that will compare with neighbor Grays. Bah! neighbor
Grays! Nobodys got anything, from a patent pitchfork up to a threshing machine, that will compare with
neighbor Grays! It makes me downright angry to hear people talk aHer this fashion. Whos Mr. Gray, Id like to
know Hes a gentleman, said the blacksmith, a little warmly. Gentleman! Tompkins spoke with a bitter sneer, I
hate gentlemen! The gentleman is the only true man, remarked Peter Craig. Of course: kid gloves, calf-skin,
broadcloth, and beaver, are everything, and the individual nothing. Not so fast, friend Tompkins; not so fast. It
is he heart that makes the gentleman. If that is the case, I dont think theres much chance for your new
neighbor. But, gentleman, or no gentleman, I detest this Gray from the bottom of my heart, and wish he were a
thousand miles away from Splinterville! As Tompkins closed this sentence, in a pretty loud tone of voice, his...
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